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EDITORIAL 


‘Camp David, Summit 


The great campaign for peace in the Middle East 
in which President Sadat was engaged and which had 
caused differences among Arab leaders, reached its 
toughest and conclusive stage at the Camp David sum- 
mit. Despite the fact that the Sadat mission is well-mea- 
ning, yet the latest authoritative news reports and ana- 
lysis indicate that the final outcome of the Camp Da- 


‘vid Summit may not be encouraging. 


It seems that the Israeli mission, led by their Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin, kept insisting upon the fol- 
iowing points: 


1) For their own security, Israelis have no inten- 
tion to surrender the Arab territories they have occu- 
pied in the 1967 war; 


2) Equally, they have no desire to dismantie the 
settlements and communities they established in the 
conquered territories; 


They are not prepared at all to bring up or discuss the 
issue of a Palestinian state, let alone the right of Pales- 
tinian people to self-determination. 


Moreover, the Israelis insisted that the role of the 
U.S. be limited only to that of bringing the Egyptians 
and the Israelis to the conference table. 


On the other hand, the Egyptian delegation stood 
firmly on its grounds and continued to request:- 


1) Total Israeli withdrawal from occupied Arab 
territories; : 


2) Discontinuation of any further Israeli settle- 


ments in Arab lands, and the dismantling of the exis- 


ting settlements; 


3) Acceptance by Israel of the creation of a Pales- 
tinian State embracing the Western Bank and the GAZA 
Region; S 


4) Surrender by Israel of thè- Eastern side of the 
town of '(Jerusalem) = 92" “2065 on ie meget sont 
As regards the role‘of the U:S. the Egyptians ` con- 
sidered it.to. be necessary and sought the active partici- 
pation of the U.S. in:the formulation.of the peace... plans 
and their effective implementation. © Caries : 
As is well-known, the staging of the summit con- 
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ference and the way the negotiations were conducted 
signified innovative intiatives in world diplomacy. 


The negotiations were made possible between the 
two parties placed in the U.S. Government and the U. S. 
President. 


The two parties have agreed upon a general frame 
work for the solution of the long-standing Middle East 
question, a solution which is based on the UN General 
Assembly resolutions No. 242 and 338. 


This general framework provides for an agreement 
to be signed between Egypt and Israel within three mon- 
ths. That agreement is open to all Arab countries who 
wish to associate themselves with the peace plans. 


Egypt and Israel have agreed on the folowing points: 


1) Egypt and Israel pledge that they will abide by 
the following principles and resolutions in the agree- 
ments to be entered by Israel and its neighbours: Egypt. 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 


2) All those Arab countries who accept the gene- 
ral framework and Israel will entertain normal peaceful 
relations and, to ensure the achievement of this goal, 
the two parties pledge to implement the UN resolutions 
by starting: 


a) Total political recognition, 

b) Discontinuation of all economic pressures, 

c) Guarantee the security of each other’s nationals 
within each one’s boundaries. 


3) In accordance with this general framework, the 
parties concerned will discuss about the ways and means 
io promote common economic development objectives 
and to strengthen the soldarity and friendship between 
them. 


4) Committees responsible for economic and finan- 
cial problems will be established. 


5) The Government of the USA is invited to parti- 
cipate in the negotiations for the definition and imple- 
mentation of the agreements. 


6) The UN security council will be requested to ac- 


cept the peace settlement plans and to ensure that they 
will not be violated. The permanent members of the se- 
curity Council are particularly requested to accept these 
plans and ensure that their actions and policies will be 
in conformity with them. 


The document has been signed by the Egyptian Pre- 
sident, Mr. Anwar Sadat, the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr. 
Menachem Begin, and the US President, Mr. Jimmy 
Carter, as witness. 


This general framework that the parties accepted 
at the Camp David summit after long discussions, did 
not appeal to some Middle East countries, nevertheless 
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it is expected that the signatories will firmly maintain it 
and will endeavour in its effectuation. 


The question which now arises is whether it is in 
the objective interest of the peoples living in the Middle 
Fast. It is difficult to give definitive answer yet, but 
that will be known from the results that the | proposed 
plans will have in the near future. For the time being, 
we may only hope that they will constitue anew means 
ior the Arab nations to strengthen their solidarity and 
open a dialogue aiming at re-uniting their forces and ef- 
forts and fighting against their many enemies who be- 
nefit from their division and their conflicts. 








SOMALIA AND WESTERN 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 


Recently, a delegation led by J/le Siad visited Belgium,the 
Nether lands and Italy. This tour was preceded by other 
visits to other West European countries. The principal 
aim of these missions was to improve and strengthen 
the cooperation which has been existing for a long time 
between Somalia and these countries. 


As is well known, all these countries are members 
of the E.E.C. and have always entertained steady direct 
and indirect relations with Somalia. We cannot but app- 
reciate the valuable economic assistance which they 
continue to provide us. 


Though things are as simple as this, yet certain qua- 
iers and governments tried to give the impression that 
these visits had other aims than those declared and that 
Somalia is only interested in obtaining arms. The ob- 
jectives of both the Somali Government and the Somali 
nation have a wider scope than those indicated by the 
slander - mongers. 


The Somali government and people are enga- 
ged in the economic and social transformation of the 
society and will not allow other infiuences to hinder such 
praise - worthy efforts. 


While practicing a policy of non-interference in 
cach others internal affairs, governments and nations 
are making efforts to ameliorate the atmosphere of cor- 
dial understanding and solidarity among them. 


Since the advent of the 1969 October Revolution, 
Somalia has been giving careful attention to these, ef- 
forts of cooperation and solidarity and the constant ex- 
change of visits is connected with this and we are confi- 
dent that these visits will have a satisfactory outcome. 
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The programme cf the So- 
maii Revolutionary Socialist 
Party referring to the econo- 
mic Policy to be pursued lays 
down an increased Socialist 
Transtormaticn, and thus com-- 
yaits itseif to the strengthening 
of the material 
kase of our economy. 
creased role of the 
public sector aids the progrcs- 
sive development of ou 
ety, and furthermore promises 
us a relativicy mo dy satisiac- 
tion of the ever cxpanding 
cial needs of our 
ever the socialisa 
economy, the impi rovemens 
and acceleration of its techni- 
cal material base calls for cer- 
tian clearcut Policy considera. 
tions. For one thing, it necessi- 


and technical 
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tates the spelling cut of tne 
real and objective laws that 
cperate in the historical pe- 
riod that our society is in. 
Again it inevitably calls for 


the singling out of various fac- 
tors that act as a brake on ra- 
pid economic development. 
Once these points have been 
theoretically and practically 
decided upon we need to draw 
up a strategy that realistical- 
ly allows for set tasks whi- 
ch are realisable ina fixed 
period of time. Here the task of 
planing beccomes obvious it- 
self in the Consciousness of al- 
most all policy makers, more 
so in the cese of centra- 
lly dirreted socialist econo- 
mic systems. More and 
more the tendency of vie- 
wing plans merely as a mech- 
anical process of co-ordinating 
and increasing the national 
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output, is being discarded. 

In its place, socialist plan- 
ning which is a living process 
based on the Party’s, short, 
medium and long term strate- 
gies of economic development. 

AS such planning obeys fun- 
damental party principles, 
amongst which sectoral & 
ritorial proportionality, secto- 
ral balancing, etc, are’ some 

asic ones to adhere to. Demo- 

Sii Centralism, which lays 
down a Song centralised ma- 
nagement and planning of the 
economy is harmoniously blen- 
ded with the democratic intia- 
tive of the lower Units of the 
economic system, such as in- 
dividual enterprise. Aware 
of these fundamental prerequi. 
sites of socialist planning a 
simple matter presents itself, 
and that is how could we integ- 
rate it into the level of develop- 
ment of ourbackward economy. 
This obviously compels us to 
further study the specificities 
and peculiarities of our econo- 
mic system. 


THE SOMALI ECONOMY 
AND ITS DEVELOPMENT. 


ter: 


Of course, there is no Soma- 
li economy as such, separate 
irom the world economy. The 
Somali economy is partly inte- 
grated into the world Capita- 
list system. Partly it is socia- 
list, ie the State sector, and 
Partly it is traditional or na- 
tural economy. This break- 
down of our economy is some- 
thing which we share with al- 
most all third world Countries 
but more particularly with 
other African countries. Be 


sees ip esi 


By, Mohamed Abdi Ali 


that as it is, the point which 
stip undériining is the 
e of the traditional sector in 


our economic life. Thus far, 
o. ” 90%, if not our gross 
ticnal product, is derived 


from the natural or traditional 
economic sector. The prob- 
lematics of anticipated rapid 
economic growth in Somalia 
has to contend with this fact. 

The natural economy sector 
i.e livestock and subsistence 
farming which by its essence 
is backward in as much as its 
technical and scientific base 
is low, and added to this, it 
has suffered most in the han- 


ds of the colonial masters. 

Furthermore the neo-colo- 
nial influences which are root- 
ed in the social division of la- 
bour in the world Capitalist 
market worsen the chances of 
a healthy growth of this sec- 
tor of the economy. Supple- 
menting this, and further 
more deepening the contradi- 
ctions to which an economy in 
a capitalist context is inheren. 
tly subject to, is the dis-har- 
mony and lack of interaction 
of the modern and traditional 
sectors of the economy. Over 
and above this the mono-cul- 
ture nature of third world 
countries’ economy, i.e the de- 
pendence on few commodoties 
for export rules out an accu- 
rate planning process, and 
equally frustrates the integra- 
tive nature underlying a so- 
cialist plan. 


The neolithic stage of our 
economic development, in 
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other words, the dominant 
role of small scale Commodity 
production , with all the atten- 
dant problems emanating 
from it, poses new and novel 
problems for socialist plan- 
ning in Somalia. Small scale 
commodity production, as yet, 
lacking sophisticated division 
of labour, and subsisting in 
conditions where labour pro- 
ductivity is very low, fails to 
promote certian essential pre- 
conditions of socialist 
planning and tra- 
nsformation could not 
occur in such a situation. In 
point of fact, conscious socia- 
list planning of such an econo- 
my commits itself to devise 
ways and means of overcom- 
ing the transitional nature 
of small scale commodity pro- 
duction, which from a socia- 
list policies to the extent that 
they encourage strong pub- 
lic and co-operative sectors ac- 
celerate the process of capital 
accumulation and thereby ra- 
pid economic development. 
The nationalisation program 
of expatriate and local private 
enterprise of 1970, and the 
establishment of Co-operatives 
in 1973 were conscious policies 
which favoured the bringing 
together of small scale enter- 
prises to create large scale 
ones capable of coping with 
the new needs of social deve- 
lopment. The advantageous 
benefits of the public sector 
has been exhaustively dealt 
with in an article in Halgan 
(5th issue). There it is in mi- 
nute details shown how, with 
in a period of 7 years the State 
sector has expanded from just 
16 enterprises to over 50. The 
expansion is not a mere quan- 
titative aggregates but a qua- 
litative development as well. 
Most probably the develop- 
ment of the state sector is not 
a smooth process; inefficiencies 
lack of personnel with exper- 
tise and know-how, sufficient 
capital outlays, marketability 


of products, etc still bedevil 
our state enterprises. But these 
are not adequate reasons to tu- 
rn our back on the state sector, 
it is as a matter of fact an in- 
ducement to make us work all 
the more harder to make it a 
better success. The advanta- 
ges of the state sector, on con- 
dition that there is better 
planning, far outweighs its dis- 
advantages. All the same, a 
deep critical appraisal of the 
state sector and more resolu- 
te efforts to resolve its multi- 
ple contradictions, and the 
laying down of a satisfactory 
interrelationship between the 
state and private sectors, all 
constitute important facts 
which are essential to macro- 
economic planning. 


PERSPECTIVE PLANNING 
FUTURE ECONOMIC DEVE. 
LOPMENT IN SOMALIA. 


The history, role and nature 
of our planning has been ela- 
borately dealt with elsewhere 
(2nd issue of Halgan 1976), 
therefore there is no need to 
go any unnecessary details 
with regard to it. To recapitu- 
late on the main ideas of that 
article our first two economic 
life. Serious economic plan- 
ning took shape under the 
present revolutionary state si- 
nce the choice of socialist ori- 
entation implies a conscious 
planning of economic life. The 
1971-73 and 1974-78 develop- 
ment plans were steps in the 
right direction to the extent 
that these plans were underta- 
ken to effect a rapid economic 
transformation depending on 
a strategy of creating a scale 
of priorities insuring faster 
growth rates. 


In these two plans sizeable 
funds were allotted for deve- 
loping an industrial base in 
the Somali Democratic Repub- 
lic. But despite these plans, 
and inspite of the great efforts 
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harnessed for their implemen- 
tation, certain chronic prob- 
lems subverting our plans re- 
main. One factor is ascertain- 
ment of the investment funds 
and capital outlays earmark- 
ed for the projects contained 
in the plan. Another serious 
shortcoming which is more 
and more asserting itself is the 
low absorption rate of our eco- 
nomy. This is the lack of an 
economic capacity to fully uti- 
lise even the available funds. 
The 1974-78 plan manifested- 
ly showed how unable our eco- 
nomy is in respect of fully at- 
taining high levels of optimal 
utilisation of the given resour- 
ces, 

In this regard one can advan- 
ce the proposition that the la- 
ck of trained man-power, the 
dearth of efficient administra- 
tive and managerial staff, pa- 
rticularly high level staff will 
for a number of years to eome, 
foster exceptionally unfavour- 
able conditions for rapid and 
fast economic growth rates. 
This will be the case since cer- 
tain objective preconditions of 
fulfiling plan targets will for 
sometime be lacking. 


In consideration of observa- 
ble drawbacks in the first two 
plans under the revolutionary 
state, and departing from the 
new conditions of the existen- 
ce of the SRSP, with its econo- 
mic program, a new ‘nterim 
development plan 1979 - 81 has 
been enunciated. The objec- 
tives of the new interim plan 
is on the one hand to succes- 
sively carry out certain targets 
which the former plans failed 
to attain, and on the other to 
help us in our redounsled efior- 
© to effect faster ecoromir 
e--wth in the satisfaction of 
widening sphere of social 
needs. For this very reason 
there is absolute need that, in 
its content and methodology 
the new interim plan has to go 
a longer way in advancing the 
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revolutionary goals set down 
by the state. Moreover the po- 
licies of sectoral co-ordination 
the recriutment of high level 
staff, and their 
training, the compilation and 
collation of statistical data, 
harmonisation of interbranch 
relationships, are all factors 
Which ought to be given top 
priorty. In short there is a 
feeling that an indepth groun- 

ding of economic categories, 
and their thorough knowied- 
ge and dynamic correlations 
is absent in our economic plan- 
ning at any rate in the prac. 
tical sphere. The present plan 
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In this Chart productive re- 
sources are the input, the pro- 
cess of production is the dyna- 
mic process whereby produc- 
tive resources are transformed 
Products and their utilisation 
constitute an output, while the 
replenishment of resources by 
manufactured goods represen- 
ts a feedback. 


A plan for development is one 
which maximises output by 
efficiently harnessing the avi- 
lable inputs or the human and 
natural resources in a coun. 
try’s possession. Through the 
intensified utilisation of tench 
logy and science, both impor- 
ted and local, the effort to in- 
crease social production is 
turned into pratical reality. 
With the help of various steps, 
a favourable impact on the 
national economy could be 


improved — 


has to therefore, avoid the pit- 


falls of former plans. Accor- 
dingly, and since economic 
growth is the touchstone and 


pillar of economic planning, | 
` particularly 


in a developing 
country, the need for fuller 
understanding and appre- 
ciation of this category 
is absolutely called for. Econo- 
mic growth primarily means 
an increase in the volume of 
the productive processes, an 
expansion in the scale of pro- 
duction, and growth in the out- 
put and its consumption and 
replenishment of production 
resources, comprises the trans- 


dutive resources: which 
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formation of productive resou- 
rces into productive, which are 
connected up with — non: ipro- 
par- 
take in production. In” our 
country Livestock, agricul- 

ture, fishing, light Industry 
and commercial servicing con- 
stitute our productive resou- 
rces. The point is how to ef- 
ficiently pool together all the- 
se resources and optimise their 
productivity. In other words 
how to maximise the output 
of a certain input which one 
initially starts with. The chart 
below gives us a picture en 
lightening us on the matter:- 


| 








achieved. Amongst such steps 
the working out of a scale of 
social objectives and needs 
is an important one which 
can never be lost sight of. 


CONCLUSION::. 


Development per- 
spective plans embody a who- 
le set of factors which ought 
to be combined, and consider- 
ed in the framework of a fast 
changing reality. In our coun- 
try the priorty of perspective 
planning, in the initial stages, 
has to concentrate on trans- 
forming the agronomadic and 
fishery sectors, thus creating 
the conditions for a strong 
and viable industrial base. 


Industrialisation, 
which the backwardnss 
racterising our national 


under 
cha- 
eco- 
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nomy could be defeated will 
undoubtedly open up new vis- 
tas for our people. For one 
thing, a stronger productivity 
of these gainfully employed 
our society can afford allot- 
ting a bigger share toward so- 
cial amenities, and the more 
determined coping with the so- 
cial problems attendant in a 
society undergoing social 
change. In conclusion our 
planning and particularly the 
present interim development 
plan 1979-81 should dedicate 
itself to the fundamental go- 
als of social committment to 
the welfare of the Somali mas- 
ses. And welfare can best be 
served through the practicle 
increase in the volume of so- 
cial welfare, and the qualita- 
tive improvement in the so- 
cial services. 
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On 16th August the SRSP 
Politbureau had an _ official 
meeting in which decisions 
cencerning the reorganisation 
of the structure of some of 
the Central Committee Bu- 
reaus and their tasks were rea- 
ched. 


These decisions were:- 


1. The Economic Bureau 
end the Finance Bureau were 
unified and renamed the Bu. 
reau cf Economy and Finance. 
The Chairman of tne former 
Economie Bureau Jaalle ANR- 
md Mohamed Mchamoud was 
named the Chairman of the 
National Economic Commit- 
Lee. 





2. functions of the Defence 


D 


and Security Burcau wouid co- 
tien 


A 


me under the investiga 





committee of the SRSP. 

3. The.Tourizm Ag 
has been re-structured as 
Ministry of Tourism and its 
new Minister is declared tO 
ke Jaatle Colonel Mohamed 


jnamed as the Chairman of 
j wae Foreign Affairs Bureau of 
i the Central Committee. 


c) Jaalle Mahamed Ali Nur 
who was the Vice Chairman of 
the Social Affairs Bureau is 
named as the Chairman of the 
same Bureau. 
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ttee represent itis ive in Mid- 
ile Shabele Region is named as 
the Chairman of th Social 


piene taarcarnt Wien 
eclence and cua Burcau. 


e) J/le Mchamed Jama Haji 
| Kore» who was Central Com- 
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Decisions passed by the 
0.0 of S. R, S. P, 


| mittee representative in Gal. 
'gaduud region is named rep- 
‘resentative of the Bay Region. 


| f) Jaalle Ahmed Mohamed 
‘Duale who was the Centa! 
‚Committee representative in 
Lower Shabelle Region is na- 
med as the CC representative 
iof Lower and Middle Jubba 
_ | Regions. 


g) Jaalie Hamsa Mahamed 
'Gaadaweine who was the 
i Chairman of tue Defence and 
Security Buzcau is named as 
the Central Committee repre- 
| sentative of the Gedo Region. 








The 6th Anniversary of the peoples 


Malitia ee Pioneers) 
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be stated that their history 
occupies a golden page. 


This year’s celebration 
of the victory pioneers es- 
tablishment, occurred in the 
unknown soldiers monu- 
ment, where thousands of 
people massed up. Taking 
part in this congregation 
was Jaalle Ismail Ali Abo- 
kor, the Vice General Sec- 
retary of the SRSP, Vice 
President of the SDR, who 
delivered a valuable 
speech there. The contents 


of the speech mainly 
dealt with the history of 
this army and 


revolutionary role it fulfills 
in the struggle which our 
nation continues against its 
various enemies. 

On this occasion Jaalle 
Ismail addressed himself 
to the struggle presently be- 
ing directed by the Somali 
National Liberation Fronts 
of WSLF and SALF who are 








seeking to liberate their sac- 
red soil from Abyssinian co- 
lonialism. 

He went on to underline 
the material and moral aid 
which the SDR extends to 
its brethren in the Somali 
West, based as this is on the 
principal stand to help all 
national liberation move. 
ments. 

The Vice-General Secre- 
tary exhorted the victory pi- 
oneers to continue waging a 
relentless war against the 
anti-revolutionary, and re- 
actionary forces in our mid- 
st, and in addition congra- 
tulated them on the impor- 
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tant occasion they are celeb. 
rating. 

Present on this occasion 
and welcoming the Vice-Ge- 
neral Secretary was the 
head of the nation’s militia 
General Abdirah- 
man Abdi Hussien, who is a 
member of the CC of SRSP. 


In all the regional capi- 
tals of the SDR similar cele- 
brations and ceremonies we- 
re undertaken to commome- 
rate the occasion, and with. 
out exception the reports 
delivered underscored the 
heroic role which the his- 
tory of our militia signifies. 





Student 


The Secratary General of 


the SRSP President of the 
SDR Jaalle Mohamed Siad 
Barre closed a one-month 


Seminar 
Closed 


| 


Seminar for 210 Secondary | 


School Students on 6th Au- 
Acade- 


gust 1978 at Police 
my. 


In a speech on the occa- 


sion, the Secretary General 


said that the Revolution ob- 
jective in holding such se- 
minars is to create for the 
youth friendly and sociab- | 
le atmosphere under which 
they can intermingle, get-ac | 
quainted with one another | 
and at the same time fight | 
triba. | 


such social evils as 
lism. 


to strenghthen their cultu- 
ral and sport’s activities in- 


order to create a healthy so- | 


ciety free from all vices. 
The Secretary General 
noted that Scientific Socia- 
lism is the only path with 
which a rapid development, 
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J/le Siad urged the students | 


| 
| 


| 





equality and justice could 
be accomplished and that 
the Somali Revolutionary 
Socialist Party is guiding 
the society in the materiali- 
sation of these principles. 

Finally Jaalle Siad com- 
mended the institutions 
that organised the Seminar 
among them the Somali Re- 
volutionary Youth Union. 
Ministry of Education and 
the Police Academy Offici- 
als. 

The Seminar attended by 
monitors of all Secondary 
Schools was the first of its 
kind ever organised in the 
country. 

The main points of dis- 
cussion for the seminar cent- 
red on the organisation of 
all the Students as a united 
body, the way of raising thei 
political consciousness and 
the formation of the Soma. 
li Revolutionary Youth Un- 
ion within the students 
movement. 
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WORLD AFFAIRS 





In the first week of Au- 
gust a high level delegation 
from the Peoples Republic 
of China led by Vice Premi- 
er Chin Mu-Hua paid a fri- 


endly visit to the Somali 
Democratic Republic. Pre- 
ceding this visit, and follo- 
wing in its wake, there has 
been a number of Chinese 
delegations, of various le- 
vels, who paid friendly vi- 
sits to the SDR. Equally 
Somali delegations, inclu- 
ding high ranking ones, ha- 
ve visited the peoples 
Republic of China. 


General Secretary of the 
SRSP and President of the 
SDR Jaalle Mohamed Si- 
ad Bare, several times visi- 
ted the PRC heading impor- 
tant delgations. Ismail Ali 
Abokor, Vice General Sec- 
retary; and Vice President 
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of the SDR, anda delega- 
tion he led was one of the 
extremely important delega- 
tions that recently made 
a friendly tour of the PRC. 


All these visits, go to 
testify to the quite good re- 
lations existing between 
the two countries and peop- 
les which with the passing 
of days, gathers momen- 
tum. 

The link between the 
two countries is not one 
which started recently but 
existed for a number of 
centuries. 


China is country renown 
for its ancient civilisations, 
and the SDR has its long 
recorded history running to 
thousands of years. 


Friendly relations between 
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The growing friendship of Somalia 
and People’s Republic of China 


the two countries in all 


spheres of life date back 
to centuries before 


Christ’s birth. These friend. 
ly relations were cemented 
by the trade links between 
the two countries and peop- 
les. 


In 1949 a Socialist Revo- 
lution which was spearhea- 
ded by the Chinese Commu- 
nist Party lead by Comrade 
Mao Tse Tung heralded a 
new dawn for the peoples of 


China. From then on the 
Peoples Republic of China 
became an active member 


in the world progressive mo. 
vement, which is locked up 
in an acute struggle with 
World Imperialism. The So- 
mali people were then wa- 
ging a bitter struggle for 
national independence, and 
as a result belonged to the 
same broad progressive fr- 
ont as the PRC. 


In 1960 after the birth 
of the Somali Republic, the 
Peoples Republic of Chi- 
na was one of its first fri- 
ends with whom it had cor- 
dial political relations. Des. 
pite the endeavours of neo- 
colonialism to weaken that 
link and set Somalia agai- 
nst the progressive and re- 
volutionary bloc, of which 
China was at the forefront 
yet the PRC extended self- 
less aid tö the fledgling re- 
public of Somalia, in the 
economic, health and edu- 
cational spheres. 


The relations between 
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became 


the two countries 
consolidated following the 
21st Octobr 1969 revolution, 
when a new era dawned for 
Somalia. Thanks to the Oc- 
tober Revolution the Soma- 
li Democratic Republic cho- 


se the Scientific Socialist 
path of development, which 
alone could save it from the 
neo-colonialist strangle- 
hold, thereby opening 
up new vistas for 
true social Liberation. The 
Community of ideological 
views cemented a new rela- 
tionship between the two 
countries and peoples, and 
the cooperative links gathe- 
red new strengh and sunk 
deeper roots, nutured as 
they are by the shared so- 
cialist outlooks. 


In the international Con- 
ferences the Somali Democ- 
ratic Republic consistenly 
sided with the righteous 
cause of the Chinese people. 
An example we can point to 
is the SDR’S advocacy and 
support for the PRC’S right 
to its seat in the Security 
Council, which imperialist 
powers for a long time tried 
to deny to the PRC, on the 
grounds that Taiwan repre- 
sented the Chinese people. 








The SDR militantly voiced 
its opinion that only the 
PRC had the right to repre- 
sent the whole of China, 
and it actively Convassed 
for China’s inclusion in the 
UN, which eventually suc- 
ceeded. 


In the same fashion the 
PRC has been unselfishy 
aiding the SDR in the diffi- 
cult struggle against Co- 
lonialism, and backward- 
ness, which still are peren- 
nial problems which our 
country is trying its best to 
overcome. The Somali pub. 
lic, even the most ordinary 
man in the street recogni- 
ses and appreciates the un. 
conditional, and immensely 
beneficial aid which the 
PRC extends to our country. 
Through practical expe- 
rience the Somali masses 
have come to feel special af- 
fection and Comradely love 
for their Chinese brothers. 


The Somali children when 
playing in the vicinity of the- 
ir homes, and set their eyes 
on a truck carrying Chinese 
Comrades, stop playing, and 
in unison raise their hands, 
shouting, «Long Life China, 
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China». This habitual phe- 
nomena which now cha- 
racterises, Somali children, 
and which every Chinese 
who came to the SDR im- 
mediately notices doubtles- 
sly translates the genuine 
feelings beating in the hea- 


rts of the Somalis for the 
Chinese people, and the 
eternal friendly relations 
existing between the two 


peoples for centuries. A So- 
mali Proverb States, «What 
ever the elders say, the chil- 
dren practically voice». 


Amongst the Somali pro- 
jects built by Chinese aid 
the following count as the 
most prominent: The Ciga- 
rette and match factory, 
the Somali National Theat. 
re both in Mogadisho, the 
running Water system in 
the North West region, and 
the long highway from Be- 
letWeyn to Burao, which is 
the greatest single project 
so far carried out, and re- 
cently officially opend by 
Vice-Premir Comrade Chen 
Mu-Hua, who in August 
this year came with a high 
level delegation to the 
SDR. 


The PRC and the S. R 
are two countries which to- 
day are led by two Socialist 
Parties: The Chinese Com- 
munist Party and the So- 
mali Revolutionary Socia- 
list Party, are firmly united 
against Imperialist conspira- 
cies and super power plots, 
and without any 
but openly they are in solda- 
rity with the national libe. 
ration movements, in their 
fight for freedom, democ- 
racy and Socialism, whose 
success is assured by ongo- 
ing historical processes. 
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The 27 member Chinese 


government delegation. led 
by Vice-Premier Chen Mu 
Hua, was given an impres- 
sive send-off at Mogadishu 
Airport on 5th August at 
the end of a six-day visit 
to the S.D R: 


Vice-Premier Chen Mu Hua, 
of the state council of the 
People’s Republic of China 
isamemberofthe Tenth 
and Elventh 
of the Communist Party of 
China. 


At the invitation of the 
Somali Government, the de- 
ligation paid an official vi- 
sit to the SDR. During her 
stay, Vice-Premier Chen. Mu 
Hua inaugurated the 970 
Kilometre long Beledweyne- 
Burao Highway built with 
Chinese aid. Deputy leaders 
of the delegation included; 
Pan chi change Pai-fa, vice 
Minister of the Capital cons- 
truction commission. _ 


Central 
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Upon arrival on July 30, 
Vice-Premier Chen Mu Hua 
and her delegation were wel. 
comed by a large group of 
the SRSP heads and govern- 
ment representatives and 
the general public also par- 
ticipated to welcome the 
Chinese guests. Comrade 
public Chen Mu Hua was gi- 
ven warm welcome by Vice- 
President Ismail Ali Abokor 
also present at the airport 
was a politbureau member 
of the SRSP Jaalle Ahmed 
Suleman Abdule, Minister, 
other SRSP, C.C. official So- 
mali Ambassador to China 
Mohamed Ismail Kahin and 


other highranking Party 
and government rep- 
rensentatives of. So- 
mali Social Organization, 


also Chinese Ambassador to 
Somalia, representatives of 
Chinese technicians in So- 
malia and heads of diploma- 
tic missions of various cou. 
ntries. 

«We have come to stren- 
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gthen and.develop the frien- 
dly relations and coopera- 
tion between our two peo- 
ples and also to learn from 
the great Somali people», 
Vice-premier Chen Mu-Hua 

said in a Statement upon ar- 
rival. 


On July 31st, the leader 
of the Chinese delegation 
called on President Siad at 
the Presidency, They had 
very cordial and friendly 
conversations. In the cour- 
seoftheir conversation, 
noted on the good bilateria! 
relation between So- 
malia and China and discus. 
sed the situation in Africa 


During their stay in So. 
Hua and her party accom- 
panied by Vice-President 
Ismail Afi Abokor, visited 
projects built with Chinese 
aid including the Benadir 
Hospital the Cigarette and 
Match Factory and Moga- 
dishu Stadium. The delega- 
tion also visited Kismayo 
in southern Somalia, Tog- 
dher and North-West Re- 
gion of the SDR in the com- 
pany of Jaalle Ismail Ali 
Abokor. While in Togdher 
Comrade Chen Mu-Hua in- 
augurated the 970 Kilome- 
tre-long, Beledwene - Burao 
Highway. 


Vice. President Ismail Ali 
Abokor gave a state banquet 
in honour of the Chinese 
Vice-President and the Par- 
ty she led. 
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In a speech on the occo- 
sion, the Vice-President said 
Somalia appreciates the wi- 
se policy of Chinese leader- 
ship in opposing super po- 
wer hegemony and exploi- 
tation over smaller nations 
and noted that Somali pec- 
ple are very much heartened 
by victories of the Chi- 
nese people towards the mo- 
dernization and advance. 
ment of their nation. He 
said that the two countries 
are linked by a long stan- 
ding friendship out of the 
similarity of their historic 
experience and common 
membership of the develo- 
ping third world nations. 

Jaalle Ismail also noted 
the similar struggles of the 
two peoples for a just and 
equitable political, social 
and economic way of life 
the principle between all 
their commitment to 
of world peace, justice, fri- 
endship and solidarity bet- 
ween all nations as well as 
their stead fastness to de- 
end their freedom, sovereig- 
enity and independence. 


«Our two countries are 
also linked by their opposi- 
tion to hegemonism and su- 
pport to the rights of peo- 
ples for self-determination 
and destiny», he said. 


In responding to Jaalle 
Ismail’s speech comrade Ch. 
en Mu-Hua praised the So- 
mali people for their tradi- 
tion of opposing imperialism 
and colonialism. Ve To 


She went on to add;«In 
internal affairs, the govern- 
ment of Somalia under the 
leadership of President Si- 
ad Barre have paid great at. 
tention in developing ` the 
national economy and cul- 
ture and mobilizing the mas- 
ses to reclaim wasteland, de. 
velop agriculture and im- 
prove, livestock breading in 




















a big way. It has also crea- 
ted the standardised Soma- 
li-script, worked hard to era- 
dicated the vestiges of colo- 
nial forces and achieved 
gratifying successes in buil- 
ding up the country. Soma- 
lia in global terms has pur- 

sued a policy of neu. 
trality and non-align- 
ment, persisted in com- 
bating imperialism and 
hegemonism, stood for Afri- 
can, Arab and Third World 

Unity and opposed super- 
power interference in Afri- 
can affairs and those in the 


Horn of Africa and the Red 


Sea Region. Thus winning 
the praise of the people of 
the Third World. 

The Vice-Premier conclu. 
ded: «Both China and So- 
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malia are developing coun- 
tries belonging to the Third 

World. Our friendship has 
stood the test of time. And 
it is for the purpose of cul- 
tivating the flower of friend- 
ship that the Chinese Go. 


vernment delegation has 
come to visit Somalia. We 
sincerely hope that this 


flower of Sino-Somali frien- 
d ship will bloom luxuriant- 
ly and bear fruit». 


Vice-Premier Chen Mu-Hua 
of the Political Bureau of the 
people’s Republic of China 
is also an alternate member 
of the Political Bureau of 
Eleventh Central Commit- 
te of the Party, and deputy 
to the fifth national peo- 
ple’s Congress of PRC. 


Training School 


> président ‘Mahamed _ Siad 


Barre on the 16th of Au- 
gust gave a lecture on admi 
nistrative leadership at. Ha. 
lane Training Center to the 
Director-Generals and Gen- 
eral Managers of goverment 
departments and public en- 
terprises currently in trai- 
ning. ; 


They were admitted to 
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Halane on 2ist June 1978. 
Earlier Jaalle Siad officially 
inaugurated the fifth orien- 
tation course for 150 senior 
civil servants at Halane on 
4th December _ 1971. 
The course which 
lasted for three months was 
attended by Director-Gen- 
erals, Ambassadors,  Gene- 
ral Managers and Directors. 

In his lecture, the presi- 


President’s speech at Halane 
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dent noted the crucial im. 
portance of administrative 
leadership in the country’s 


development framework to 


work in political, economic 
and social services. 


«One can only fulfil his 
duties properly when one 
has the necessary knowled- 
ge and technique to under- 
take it and makes full use 
of the planning organisa- 








Al-Gamasy awarded a Somali 


“ez 

An Egyptian military de. 
legation led by 
war minister, General Moha- 
med Abdulgani Al-Gamasi 
wound up four day official 
visit to the SDR on 8th Au- 
gust. The purpose of the se- 
ven member delegation was 
to further promote co-opera- 
tion between Somalia and 
Egypt particularly in the 
military field . 


The delegation was ac- 
corded a warm reception 
upon arrival by Vice-presi- 
dent Lt. General Mohamed 
Ali Samater, Deputy Defen- 
ce Minister Brig General 
Omar Haji Mohamed, Minis. 
ters, Bureau Chairmen, 
Egyptian Ambassador to 
Somalia and other Officials. 

The party Secretary Gene- 
ral and President of the 
SDR Jaalle Mohamed Siad 
Barre awarded the Somali 
Star to the Egyption war 


ee 
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tended by Somalia’s 





tional and control methods 
of management», the presi- 
dent said public officials 
could best execute their du. 
ties to the people by carry- 
ing out their responsibilities 
with justice and honesty. 


Jaalle Siad also stressed 
the need for promoting ma- 
nageral techniques for 
the advancement of plan- 
ned goals witha partiotic 





Al-gamsi 
as a mark of Somali-Egyp- 


Minister General 


tion fraternal ties. Other 
members of the - delegation 
also received awards. 


The ceremony took place 
at a reception given in ho- 
nour of the Egyption war 
minister at the presidency, | 
The reception was also at. | 


first | 
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spirit. 

He called on the officials 
to widen their scope of id- 
eas and activity for the en- 
hancement of the national 
development effort. The pre- 
sident recalled the achieve. 
ments made in every field of 
national development thro- 
ugh co-operation of the go- 
verment service and the 
public. 








Vice-President and Minister 
of Defence Lt. Gen. Moha- 
med Ali Samatar and other 
defence Ministry officials. 


During their stay in So- 
malia General Al-gamasi 
and his delegation held tal- 
ks with Somali officials on 
promoting relations between 
the armed forces of the 
two countries. 








Graduated Teachers 


A cermony was held at 
the Halane Teacher’s Train- 
ing Institute on the evening 
of August 9th for the gra- 
duation of 2124 new prima- 
ry Programme teachers. 


The Halane Institute has 
produced between 2000 and 


3000 graduates annually si- 
nce its establishment four 
years ago; the present gro- 
up of graduates is the third. 

The minister of Education 
Jaalle Aden Mohamed Ali 
speaking on the occassion 
said, «The teacher should 
put the task of serving his 
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people before his own in- 
terests». He reminded the 
new teachers of their respon- 
sibilities and expressed the 


hope that they would meet- 


thier tasks with dedication 
and understanding of the 
impact for their profession. 
The students had successful- 





tn S e 





HALGAN 








months 
of intensive training in mili- 
tary and academic subjects 
to the equivalent of form 2 


ly completed eight 


which qualifies them to 
teach in primary schools. 
The minister noted that of 
the graduating class, 735 
would immediately join the 
ranks of primary school 
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teachers, and take new assi- 
gnments in government 
schools at the start of the 
new scholastic year while 
the remaining 1310 will con- 
tinue at the Institute for an 
other year to qualify as in- 
termediate school teachers. 
The newly graduated tea- 
chers will join the . existing 





8306 teachers in the prima- 
ry schools where, in the co- 
ming years, they will toge- 
ther be responsible for ins- 
tructing an estimated total 


of around 300.000 pupils in 


the nation’s primary scho- 
ols. 

Statistics for 1977-78 on 
primary education; 228.484 
pupils enrolled in 5952 clas- 
ses. The anticipated new in- 
take for 1978-79 year is ap- 
proximately 80.000. 


Halane Teachers’ Institu- 
te receives assistance as well 
as support from ALESCO 
(Arab League Educational, 


Scientific and cultural Or- 
ganization). 
ALESCO has provided 


teachers for the three Arabic 
medium subjects namely, so- 
cial studies and religion, in 
addition to donating audio- 
Visual aids. 








Cairo Conference of Arab Information 


Information ministers of 
Arab League member coun- 
tries held a two day confe- 
rence which ended on 3rd 
August. The Somali Democ. 
ratic Republic was represen- 
ted by a delegation headed 

by the Minister of Informa- 
tion and National Guidance, 
Jaalle Abdisalaam Sheikh 
Hussein. 

The conference held dis- 
cussions on the current si- 
tuation in the middle East 
and Africa and explored 
ways and means to streng- 
then publicity work of the 
Arab Countries against fo. 
reign intervention and Is- 
raeli Zionism. 

The Somali delegation 
submitted an im- 
portant memorandum to 
the conference, which deli- 
neated that; «Africa and 
parts of the Arab homeland 
are currently Suffering a: 
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Ministers 


imperialist assault of a 
new kind. The intervention 
of foreign forces in the Horn 
of Africa with the sinister 
objective and ambitions for 
encircling this important 
strategic area calls for vi- 
gilance». 
The conference adopted 
17 draft resolutions concer- 
ning a new strategy of Arab 
information activities to 
confront Israel Zionist pro- 
gaganda and the strengthe- 
ning of cooperation in the 
field of information services 
with Africa and with the 
rest of the 3rd world coun- 
tries. 
Upon his return from 
Cairo Jaalle Abdisalaan 
Sheikh Hussein talked to 
newsmen on August 13th. 
in answering a question on 
how the conference handled 
the critical issue of the con- 
flicts in the Horn of Africa? 


s 
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he said «For one thing, the 
conference passed a resolu- 
tion in support of the just 
struggle of the Arab peoples 
of Somalia, Abbo and Erit- 
rea against Abbyssinian co- 
lonial oppression. ... 

In reply to another qu- 
estion on whether the con- 
ference adopted concrete 
measures that would promo- 
te Afro-Arab cooperation, 
the Minister said «the con- 
ference adopted resolution 
towards promoting publicity 
and information links þet- 
ween Àrab countries and 
other third World countries. 
specially African countries, 
A specific illustration of 
this is the decision to call 
a joint Afro Arab Conferen. 
ce of ministers of Informa. 
tion. It was decided that 
such a joint conference, th: 


Cont. on page 18 
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Amongst the host of cate- 
gories used in philosophy, 
freedom and necessity consti. 
tute preminently important 
ones, but at the same time 
are awfully difficult to com- 
prehend. Since the advent of 
philosophy, and _ philosphica] 
thinking took its independent 
course of development, these 
two categories have been tho- 
roughly discussed, but disag- 
reements as to their meaning 
contents add role in social dev- 
elopment abound. That is why 
we need to shed light on the. 
se two categories. A better 
understanding of them will 
surely facilitate the compre- 
hension of other intercon- 
nected categories, and more 
over will deepen our knowled- 
ge of the historical material- 
ist intrepretation of these 
two concepts. At first a sepa- 
rate elaboration of each will 
be attempted, and secondly 
their dynamic dialectics will 
be brought out. 


NECESSITY 


The categories of necessity 
denotes the sense of necess- 
ary condition, which allows 
certain phenomena and` pro- 
ceesses the possibility of ma- 
turing into qualitatively new 
ones. Necessity encompasses 
both the natural and social 
caimensions of life, thus we 
talk of natural and historical 
necessity. The basis of neces. 
sity in all its multivarious fo- 
rms is determined by the in- 
trinsically objective laws that 
govern the internal flow of 








life. It is through objective 
laws that water in a Kettle is 
made to boil, equally the suc- 
cessful construction of an 
aircarft is due to our mastry 
of the laws of aerodynamics. 
The same objective laws make 
themselves obviously felt in 
social life through the obser- 
vable consequence of socio-ec- 
onomic formations grounded 
as these are on the growth of 
productive forces, which 
momentous social revolution 
transform the class social re- 
lations subsisting in a given 
Society, Necessity does not 
mean as some philisophers try 
to make us believe asa syno- 
nym with predetermination. 
The philosophical acceptance 
of the world being governed by 
objective natural laws does 
not exclude, but presupposes 
the firm belief in the active 
role of man, the masses and 
social forces in changing 
their lives for the better. The 
laws of necessity only go to 
point to us the best ways and 
methods to adopt in the effect- 
uation of the aims and objec- 
tives which we aspire to. A 
full Knwoledge of the world 
around one, a deep understan- 
ding of its laws, properties, 
tendencies, etc. furnishes one 
with better devices and means 
to go about it. The fulsome be- 
lief in predetemination, the 
vulgarly determinstic idea of 
man as a helpless atom thro- 
wn into the vast flowing cur- 
rents that is life violates and 
is foreign to the strictly Mar- 
xist-Leninist conception of ne- 
cessity. Man is free to the ex- 
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THEORETICAL ISSUES 


rreedom and Necessity 


Mohamud A. Ali (Bayr) 


tent he takes stock of the nes. 
sary laws that govern him. 
Thus the making use of neces 
sary laws tremendously helps 
man to widen the horizons of 
his freedom. 


FREEDOM 


Freedom philosophically 
and is so interconnected with 
the concept of necessity as to 
be insparable from it. The He 
gelian and Engelain defini- 
tion of «freedom as the appre 
ciation of necessity», organi- 
cally brings out the closeness 
of the two concepts. Further- 
more this definition really 
goes to give us the essence of 
what freedom means. Certain 
philosophers and philosophi- 
cal schools go to the extent of 
splitting hairs in their endea- 
vour to define the nature of 
freedom. But despite their ef- 
forts we gain no clearer un. 
derstanding of its practical 
usefulness. These philosophi- 
cal schools confuse the old phi 
losophical and sociological 
problem of the relationship be- 


tween freedom and 
necessity, problem of 
free will and determinisni 


thus voluntarism and fata- 
lism. Additionally they coun- 
terpose material existence to 
spiritual counterpart, thereby 
expressing the unacceptable 
notion that limitations, of our 
material existence negate fre- 
edom to be associated with it. 
Accordingly freedom is made 
solely an attribute, a function 
of our spiritual world. This ob- 
viously is ideals befuddling 
of our minds, inasmuch as the. 
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re is no way of séparating the 
material and spiritual dimen- 
sions of life. The two consti- 
tute a social whole, insappara. 
ble and the scope of freedom 
is existent in both. 


«Freedom does not consist 
in the dream of independence 
from natural laws, but in the 
knowledge of these laws, and 
in the possibility this gives of 
systematically making them 
work towards definite ends. 
This holds good in relation 
both to the laws of external 
nature and to those whica go. 
vern the bodily and mental 
existence of men themselves 
two classes of laws which we 
can separate from each other 
only in thought but not in re- 
aliy. Freedom of the will there 
fore means nothing but the 
capacity to make decisions 
with knowledge of the subject. 
Therefore the freer a man’s 
judgement is in relation to s 
definite questi, Te greater is 
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a founded on | ignorance, 
hich seems to make pi 
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less creature abdicating res. 
responsibility to improve the 
conditions of his life. On the 
contrary man is elevatcd to 
his deserving heights, that 
is with the help of knowledge 
of himself, the society of whi- 
ch he is a member and the 
surrounding nature, he can 
most definitely embark suc- 
cessively on any task that 
presents itself, 


THE RELEVANCE OF FREE. 
DOM AND NECESSITY TO 
OUR DAILY LIVES. 


Philosophical categories are 
meaningless if they are not in- 
tergrated into the real practi- 
cal life of the people. According 
ly we ought to discuss free- 
dom and necessity in the con. 


text of our own socie ty. 
With regard to Tree: 
dom we must corre- 


late its individual and social 
parameters, and at the same 
time both the social and indi- 
vidual should be looked at, 


3 


Within the framework of the 


nistorically necessary condi- 
fons ba at are in operation in 
fieedom 





sake secomes a lunction of 
the level Gf the social produc- 
a process atsained by our 
cociety. In turn the nature of 
scvial relations, the wealth 
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better and more efficient uti- 
lisation of our resources. Fre. 
edom like all other things ma- 
turing within the womb of 
necessity, emerges under the 
influence of many chancy even. 
ts to grow and flourish. By this 
we want to convey the idea 
thathe growth of freedom is an 
ascendant process whereby in 
the initial stages a society sta- 
rts from scratch, gradually 
grows, and eventually attains 
highcr and levels. Philosophii- 
cally this is expressed by K. 
Marx’s and F.Engel’s state- 
ment that true freedom be- 
gins beyond the realm of nece- 
ssity. So, every society, incu. 
luding ours proceeds along the 
iincs of the departure from the 
realm of necessity where con- 
trcl over nature and our so. 
cial systems and relations are 
minimal to greater and grez- 
ter contrel over nature and 
cur social systems and rela- 
tions. The attainment of the 
realm of freedom affords man 
to realise all the potentialities 
that otherwise lie dormant 
and untapped. In the condi- 
tions of today’s major tenden- 


cies it is the secialist system 
which creates the prerequis- 


ites for the fuil potentialities 
that are inherent in the pro- 
gressive forces that are figh- 


ting for a development orien. 
ted, just and non-exploitative 
society. 


ect of freedom 
latively ex 
oration is rels- 








up linking the social and 
aspects of freedom. 
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parate cells, which in aggre- 
gate combine to form. society 
but in point of fact are active 
agents who in combination fo- 
rm a social organism, that is 
society. Through labour and 
production, members of socie- 
ty co-operative combine and ex- 
change their labour activities. 


Through their powerful cul- 
tural heritage, experiences 
and creativity, and with the 


help of language and articu- 
late speech men in society 
come to understand each 
other, express their aspiration 
as a collective, and of course 
as social groupings conscious 
of their position, and the need 
to change it for the better. Ac- 
cordingly the theory of social 
atomism which reduces society 
to a mere aggregate of uncon- 
nected individauls, each a pri- 
soner in his own island examp- 
lified by Daniel Defoe’s, Robin. 
son Crusoe, is an untenable 
theory which does not stand to 
the teat of practical life. 


Relating social and indivi- 
dual freedom to our own con- 
ditions it becomes clearly ap- 
parent that the horizons of in- 
dividual freedom is widened 
and enriched by the further 
advancement of the realm of 
social freedom. The more de- 
veloped our productive capaci- 
ties are, the better we tap our 





| Cont. from page 15 


sometime before the 
annual conference of 


| is scheduled to be held in 
| the Yemen Arab Republic. 
The joint Afro-Arab confe- 
rence will be held around 
February, 1979, in Tunis». 

On the question of stren- 
gthening the 


said, «The developing of bet- 





long term affair, 


natural.and human. . -resour- 
ces, the more smoothly... we 
create a balanced sectoral eco- 
nomy based on harmonised 
proportionate and territorial 
all-rounded growth, the. bet- 
ter we will be able to tackle 
the many social prblems that 
today we confront. The stren- 
ethening of the material ba- 
sis of life, and tied to this a 
greater democratisation of our 
state and public institutions 
run on principles of strict ac- 
countabllity to the masses, 
will surely favour an exten- 
sion of both social and indivi- 
dual freedom. A dialectical un- 
ity of the two categories, a re- 
cognition of their organic 
and matual interaction fur- 
thers their theoretic and pra- 
ctical usefulness. Whereas a 
false counterposing and the 
undue emphasis on one, at the 
expense of the other invaria- 
bly leads to th negation of 
both. 


Conculsion. 


We have attempted to spell 
out the intimate and organic 
link between necessity and 
freedom, and to some extent 
tried to posit them to real life 
experiences. Our society, thus 
far finds itself mainly opera- 
ting in the sphere of necessity 
that is we find ourselves in con- 





first one, should take place 
next 
Arab 
information ministers that 





coordinative 
activities institutionally, he 


ter institutional links is a 
neverthe- 
less a great deal has already 
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ditions which. beyond,our will 
and wish, do not allow uss; to 
get.all the objectives ond aspi- 
rations set down for our sel- 
ves. The stage we are in the 
development process is, one 
which needless to say, has his- 
torical roots and thereby 
obeys certain historical laws 
emanating from the underde- 
velopment to which we are its 
victims. Our strategy is how to 
overcome this legacy of under 
development in all sphere of 
life. The harsh and untamed 
nature which over 60% of our 
population have to cope with, 
the low level of scientific and 
technological developments, 
and the poor educational and 
skill standards of the vast ma- 
jority of our people are certain 
factors which like it or not, we 
have to reckon with, and on 
their basis lay down our fu- 
ture plans. The more cons- 
cious we are of our limitation, 
but despite this our confidence 
that they are surmountable, 
and the adoption of necessary 
tactics and methods suited to 
our specific reality undoub- 
tedly will furnish us with the 
most promising programme to 
bring closer the social and col- 
lectivist spirit to freedom 
which alone assures the indi- 
vidual freedom to which every 
one of us is entitled. 





been achieved in this conec- 
tion. There are plans to esta- 
blish an Arab Media center, 
possibly in Tunis. Syria is 
to host an Arab Media tec- 
hna’ t.stitute for «ining 
the cadre involved with the 
Media from Arab countr.:s. 
The question of premoti:s 


Arab Journalists and mass- 
media personnel was alse 
discussed and, in this con- 


nection, it was decided to 
hold a festival and a sympo. 
sium on Arab Media in Sau. 
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of those battling against co- 


ople of Palestine, those of 


ople in Southern Africa». 


di Arabia on September 
this year. 

In assessing the Cairo | 
conference, he noted, «the 


conference was highly suc- 
cessful. It dealt serious blows 
against Israeli Zionism and 
against all forms of Racism | 
and colonialism. It strongly 
endorsed the just struggles 





lonial domination i.e the pe- | 


Western Somalia, Abbo, Eri- 
trea and the struggling pe- 
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Barre 


delivered to the 15th OAU Summit 





Addréss Getivere 
President of the Somali De- 
mocratic Republic, Major Ge- 
neral Mchamed Siad Barre, 
at the 15th Assembly of Heads 
of State and Government. 


Mr. Chairman, 


Distinguished Heads of State 
and Government, 
Excellencies, 
Ladies & Gentlemen, 

Allow me, first of all, to 
cenvey on behalf of myself 


and my delegation our since- 
re gratitude to the President, 
Government and people of the 
Sudan for the warm hospitali- 
ty and welcome we have been 
accorded since the moment of 
our arrival in this beautiful ci- 
ty of Khartoum. Let me also 
congratulate my brother, Presi- 
dent Nimeiri and the entire Su- 
danese people for the efficient 
and smooth manner in which 
this conference has been orga- 
nised, which, indeed, renders 
our work and deliberation he- 
re all the more easier. 





by the _ 


I am confident that, under 
your wise guidance, Mr. Chair- 
man, the serious work we came 
here to accomplish for the peo- 


ple of Africa will be crowned 
with success. 
Our Organization, whose 


lofty aim was to realize the 
aspirations of our people for 
liberation, unity, peace and 
progress, has passed through 
many a critical period in its 
fifteen year history but equal- 
ly achieving a great deal. 


This 15th Assembly of He- 
ads of State and Government 
is taking place at a time oi 
heightened international ten- 
sion and rivalrous confronta- 
tion in the African Continent. 
It is indeed an unfortunate re- 
ality that our continent is 
fast becoming an arena over 
which the struggle for spheres 
of influence is being waged 
the East and West. Foreign 
powers are pursuing activities 
in fulfilment of their policy 
interests in a manner that is 
most damaging to the true 
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interests of the African peoples 
concerned on the pretext oi 
defending African interests. 
This involvement of foreign 
powers has taken highly dis- 
turbing forms that affect dan. 
gerously the future of Africa 
and the well-being of its peop- 
les. The effect of this interfe- 
rence has created a host of an. 
tagnosim and divisions among 
the African countries, thus 
weakening their effective per- 
suits of their cherished goals 
in liberating the remaining 
colonial pockets as well as ac- 
hieving economic and social 
development in our continent. 
These wanton acts of gross in- 
terference have brought about 
the escalation and internatio- 
nalisation of limited conflicts. 

The dark record of colonia- 
lism is being repeated and dis- 
memberment of the Continent 
is again taking place through 
the demarcation of new areas 
of influence. In conformity 
with the practice of the colo- 
nial policies of the old days 
arms and troops are being gi- 
ven to favoured countries whi- 
le being denied to other. The 
only difference today is that 
the Soviet Union isan active 
and highly prominent partici- 
pant inthescramble for the 
recolonisation of Africa. 

Turning now to the ques. 
tion of the Soviet-Cuban pre- 
sence in the Horn of Africa 
in particular and in Africa in 
general, I would like to 
make certain clarification 
which are pertinent to the si- 
tuation prevailing in our re- 
gion. 
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According to our African 
traditions we have never failed 
to be grateful for a good deed 
nor have we forgotten what 
the Soviet had done for us 
and for Africa, especially ir 
the course of the liberation 
struggle. We then 
the assistance of the Soviet 
Union as a disinterested gestu- 
re and genuine generosity to. 
wards the developing count- 
ries. We had not only accepted 
the aforesaid notion but we 
have publicly declared our ap- 
preciation to this effect 


However, we have been di- 
sillusioned by the fact that 
the Soviet Union has amply 
demonstrated in its recent in- 
tervention in the Horn of 
Africa that it covetes the same 
colonial ambitions as the old 
ones. 


Foreign interference in all 
forms and manifestation is in- 
consistent with the legitimate 
aspirations of all Africans and 
the spirit of the OAU Charter 
which upholds «the inalienab. 
le right of ali peoples to cont- 
rol their own destiny»; it is 
incompatible with our commit 
ment to freedom, equality 
and justice as weil as the sa- 
feguarding and consolidation 
of our hard-wen independence 
and freedem. In other words, 
it flies right in the face of the 
very principles enshrined in 
the Charter and various OAU 

esolutions which guide our 
individual and collective effor- 
ts to assert our true African 
personality. By imposing their 
own solutions to African prob- 
lems of which they have little 
understanding they demonstra. 
te utter contempt for our prop- 
les’ aspirations by forcibly en- 
deavouring to shape and con- 
trol their destinies. Naturally, 
such foreign imposed solutions 
to African problems are in the 
final analysis, no solution at 
all, they only complicate an 


welcomed - 


already difficult situation. 
Mr. Chairman, 


When we advocated that 
Africa is for the Africans and 
call upen to keep their hands 
cif, this is not mere sioganee- 
ring. It is an expression whic: 
truly reflects our deep sense of 
commitment to the ideals and 
aspiraticns which we all share, 
and demonstration cf our de- 
termination to solidly oppose 
ail acts of foreign interference 
in our own E 


sary to i ray myself to this 
particular issue, since I believe 
in all sincerity, that it 

most sericus and pressii 
ter of the day, w hic ch ha 
ready caused much nade HO 
and suffering to our people 
and which calls for our collec- 
tive combative POROUS if we 
are to avert the chacot, cissen- 
tion and general destabilization 
which are sure to ensure. 
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Mr. Chairman, 


It is high time that Africa 
assumed full respen 
tlre defence and securi 
this Continent. As many 
you may recall, I had erm ita 
curing the cours fo 
gadisnu OAU Summit in 197i 
and agair. in Kampala, to cv 
vocate the establishment o: 
an All-African Defence Force. 
Apart from being entrusted 
with peace-keeping duties in 
conflict areas, it was envisaged 
that such a ferce could be mo- 
bilized for the defence of our 
continent and for strengthe- 
ning the ranks of the libera. 
ticn movements in the remai- 
ning colonial territorics in Af. 
rica, in crder to speed up the 
process of total liberation of 
our Continent. 
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ere 


We still maintain that in 
the interest of preserving Afri- 
ca’s independnce and fieedom, 
that such force be estabilshed 
as a Matter of urgency in Or- 
der to eliminate the reliance 
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on foreign forces. However, the 


creation of such an African 
force should be responsible 


of this organization, which 
must per-force authorize its 
utilization ana direct organi- 
zational and operational as 
pects related to. 

Mr Chair: .n, 


A highly disturbing i- mp- 
le of the dangers of foreign 
intervention in African affa irs 
in the strange role assumed 
by Cuba in the Horn of Africa 
A supposedly non-aligned ccit- 
ntry has chosen to ally itseic 
with the forces of colonialist 
oppression and ee 
li has ailowed itself to be us 
sa proxy for a supose women 
namely the Seviet Union, in 





pix! 


the armen ts the latter's 
designs and ambitions w ithis 
te context of res r-power 
Eyer end comptitica 
The two super power POSTE k- 
nize the a hic implica- 
tions of a direct confrontation 
between the sie s and are in 
all their actions anxious to 


spare their own me from 
the haves and misery of war. 
D n order to minimise the pos- 

silty of direct confrontation, 
th camouflage of their milit- 
cty interventicns in varicus 


parts in the world 
by the use or sur- 


rogates and mercenary forces. 
In this respect Cuba is the sur- 
rogate of the Soviet Union in 
the Horn of Africa. 

In subordinating its natio 
nal interests to that of a worid 
power by serving as its henneh- 
man Cuba has in recent years 
campletely reversed its posi- 
tion in the international sce- 
ne .It was in 1961 Belgrade 
Conference on Non-Aligned 
States, in the wake of Foreign 
Aggression that the then Pre- 
sident of Cuba stated the fol- 
lowing and I quote:- 

«How could we proclaim 
within this conference the sac- 
red principles of the self - de. 
termination of peoples and 
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of the independence and integ. 
rity of states if we did not 
discuss here, the imperialist 
conduct of the United States 
government towards the strug- 
gle for national liberation of 
the Cuban people whom I 
represent? How colud we proc- 
laim these principles without 
condemning the bombardment 
of our towns and the invasion 
of our country by mercenary 
forces, financed, organized, 
and directed by the imprialist 
government of the United Sta- 
tes» Unqoute. 


Ironically enough these 
very words are true today for 
the Horn as they were yester. 
day for Cuba, but with a high- 
ly significant difference. The 
mercenary forces are those of 
Cuba and they have been equi- 
pped, financed and directed by 
the Soviet Union against the 
national liberation struggle cf 
people in Western Somalia and 
Eritrea. 


Consequently Mr. Chair- 
man, Cuba is surely unworthy 
of its membership in a move- 
ment dedicated to the preser- 
vation and safeguarding of 
the principles and policies of 
non-participation in collective 
alliances which include the 
big powers; refusal to enter in- 
to bilateral alliances with a 
major foreign power; refusal 
to grant military bases to suci. 
powers . 


My primary aim in lifting 
the mask which Cuba has dor- 
ned for sometime is to expose 
their true face. The distingui- 
shed members of this August 
Assembly, will no doubt in 
their wisdom seriously consi- 
der collective African action to 
counter the Cuban menace, on 
the eve of the forthcoming 
meeting of Non-Aligned States 
in Belgrade, and particularly 
in the light of the Cuban’s at- 
tempts to allay international 
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censure by hosting the forth- 
coming Summit Conference of 
the Non-Aligned States. 


My purpose in evoking this 
issue has not been to invite 
controversary but to draw the 
attention of this August As- 
sembly to the critical situation 
prevalent in the Horn of Afri- 
ca where widespread hostilities 
have claimed hundreds of tho- 
ousands of African lives an: 
untold suffering and misery 
for many more. The death and 
aestruction still continus 
without respite and despite 
the promises of super-power 
te this effect, there is little 
prospect for peace in the re- 
gin 


Mr. Chairman 


Tne genesis of the con- 
flict in the Horn of Africa has 
its roots in the unique posi- 
tion of Ethiopia in African 
history. 


It is well known, that 
with the exception of Liberia, 
Ethiopia is the one country in 
Africa that was never subjec- 
ted to European colonisation. 
In fact, Ethiopia has never fai- 
led to impress upon the world 
her long standing and much 
vaunted independence of over 
$000 years. Naturally, the first 
question that would immedia- 
tely occur to our minds is: 
what precisely was Ethiopia 
up-to and during the whole 
period of the unfolding of the 
process of colonisation in the 
African Continent and the 
subjugation of her peoples by 
the Europeans? Did she actu- 
ally remain within her tradi. 
tional boundaries or did she 
expand? Did she raise the 
banner of Treedom and inde- 
pendence throughout the Con- 
tinent, or did she engage in 
conspiracy and collusion aga- 
inst African peoples in league 
with foreign forces and parti- 
cipate in the scramble for co- 
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lonial spoils. The simple ans- 
were to all these question is: 
That Ethiopia fully participa- 
ted in the general scramble for 
Africa and made tremendous 
efforts to secure the largest 
possible slice of neighbouring 
African territories for her ex- 
rarsicnist ambitions 


At the time of the advent of 
European colonialism to this 
part of Africa in the latter 
part of the 19th Century, 
Ethiopia, then called Abyssinia, 
was confined to her traditio- 
nal frontiers, having Shoa as 
its Southern Province. It is 
only after her collusion with 
European powers, through sec- 
ret agreements and her acces. 
sion to the Brussels General 
Act which of all the peoples of 
the unristricted importation 
and possession of fire arms, 
that she was able to establish 
her domminion over wide anı 
peoples in the region. In fact 
the territorial ambitions of 
the Abyssinian Kings were 
much larger than the present 
boundaries of the Empire, as 
evidenced in the famous cir- 
cular letter of Emperor Mene- 
lik all to the European colo- 
nial powers in 1891. In that 
circular he strongly staked his 
claim to be considered as one 
of the contenders for the parti. 
tion of Africa demanding terri- 
tories as far as Lake Victoria 
and Khartoum and including 
present day Somalia, Jibouti 
and Eritrea. 


Th? colonisation of Wes- 
tern Somalia, Abbo and Erit- 
rea are entitled to their right 
of self-determination in con- 
formity with universally re. 
cognized principles and in ac- 
cordance with the basic objec- 
tive of the O.A.U to eradicate 
all forms of colonialism from 
the African Continent. Colo- 
nialism has no colour and hu- 
man and political justice has 
no exceptions. It has always 
been a cardinal principle of 
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Somalia’s policy, to... support 
the liberation struggle of ` all 
colonial peoples for indepen- 
dence and _self-determination. 
We have always lent our moral 
and material support to the 
liberation movements in Afri- 
ca, Palestine, South East Asia 
and elsewhere,.We do not see 
the liberation struggle of Wes- 
tern Somalia, Abbo and Erit- 
rea as an exception. These li- 
beration movements have been 
waging their struggle aga- 
inst colonial oppres- 
sion ever since the occupation 
of their countries by Ethiopia. 
We firmly believe that they 
deserve the support of all free- 
dom loving peoples and the re- 
cognition ef the Organization 
of Africa unity. We are fully 
discharging our duties in this 
respect and we will continue 
to do so. We don’t accept for 
a moment the notion propa- 
gated by Ethiopia that Soma- 
lia’s support for the liberation 
struggle in Western Somalia 
is tantamount to claim on 
our part to Ethiopian territory 
We want to emphasise that 
we have no claim on the terri- 
tory of any States, but We are 
committed to the principle of 
liberation struggle of people’s 
from colonial rule. It 
is necessary to empha- 
sise here that the natu- 
re of the conflict in the Horn 
of Africa is a classical colonial 
case and not one of territorial 
integrity — — a concept to 
which no-one takes exception 
but which Ethiopia always in- 
vokes in an effort to secure 
legitimacy for her ill-gotten 
colonial Empire just like all 
other colonial powers did in 
the past. 


= Furthermore, in her con- 
tinuous efforts to confuse Af- 


rica and world opinion about. 


the nature of her colonial Em- 
pire, Ethiopia often invokes the 
O.A.U. Cairo Resolution of 
1964 on borders inherited from 





AUGUST, 1978 


ee i Sa I aenea aat 





colonial rule. In answer to this 
Somalia’s position is that:- 


First, since the nature of 
Ethiopian rule over Western 
Somalia and Eritrea is a colo- 
nial one, the provisions of 
this resolution could become 
valid and applicable only 
when and as the process of de- 
colonisation becomes comple- 
te in the area, that is to say 
when Ethiopia’s colonial rule 
over these territories comes to 
an end. 


Secondly, it is to be recalled 
that Somalia officially ente- 
red its reservation on this re- 
solution at the time of its ad- 
option. 


Thirdly, it is indeed im- 
portant and relevant to bear 
inmind that both in 
the Council of Ministers and 
the Assembly of Heads of Sta- 
te and Government of the 
1964 Cairo meeting, it was ma- 
de clear during the course of 
the deliberations by many de- 
legations including that ot 
Ethiopia that the matter under 
discussion and any decisions 
related to it would not be ap- 
plicaply to the Somalo — Ethi- 
opian dispute. Every one re- 
cognizes that this problem was 
in existance long before the 
establishment of the O.A.U. 
Consequently it was made 
clear during the course of 
the debate, that this resolu- 
tion would apply only to new 
disputes arising between Af- 
rican States in future and 
had no relevance to outstan- 
ding ones. The verbatim re- 
cords of both the Council and 
the Summit are quite explicit 
on this score. 


Mr. Chairman, 


On the  Somali/Ethiopian 
question, permit me to reitrate 
that the Somali Government 
has always shown willingness 
to work towards the finding 
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of a just and peaceful solution 
to the existing conflict, Ever 
since the inception of the 
O.A.U the Government of the 
Somali Democratic Republic 
has always endeavoured to 
seek such a solution with in 
the framework of the organi- 
zation. It was as a result 
of this endeavour and the dan- 
gerous implications for peace 
in the area, that the question 
was discussed at the OAU sum- 
mit of 1973, when a decision 
was taken to set up a Good- 
Offices Committee of 8 Heads 
of State, headed by Nigeria. 
It is unfortunate however, 
that after five years the com- 
m.tter has not been able to 
make ary s.prificant achieve- 
ment or progress to towar’'s 
the resolution of the problem. 
One of the factors which hin- 
dered the Committee work is 
Ethiopia’s intransigent and 
aggressive attitude. 


In utter disregard of the 
most basic norms of internatio- 
nal conduct, Ethiopia continu- 
es to repeatedly commit naked 
acts of aggression against my 
country. Since Nov. 1977, when 
Russian weapons and Cuban 
troops began to flow into Ethio. 
pia. Ethiopian war planes ha- 
ve been mounting savage ae- 
rial attacks in urban areas in- 
side Somalia. At the same ti- 
me, heavy concentrations of 
Cuban/Ethiopian troops have 
taken place in key strategic 
locations close to the Somali 
Democratic Republic. In effect 
Ethiopia on the behest of her 
new allies and with over con- 
fidence in their support, is pre- 
paring for all-out invasion of 
my country. Asa matter of 
fact Ethiopian leaders have 
made no secret of their aggres- 
sive intentions. 


I would like to Confirm 
that Somalia is prepared tG 
defend her sovereignity and 
freedom against any invasion 
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from any quarter, but that is SWAPO. However, this should 


also our conviction that the 
interests of the two neighbou- 
ring countries and peoples of 
Somalia and Ethiopia lie in sol- 
ving their problems bilateral- 
ly or under the auspices of 
O.A.U. taking into considera- 
tion the aspiration of the peop- 
les of Western Somalia. 


Somalia considers that the 
following conditions on essen- 
tial basis for a progress to- 
wards a durable, just and pea- 
ceful settlement:- 


1) Withdrawal of all foreign 
troops. 


2) Cessation of all acts of 
aggression against the Somali 
Democratic Republic. 


3) Cessation of genocidal ac- 
tivities against the population 
of Western Somalia. 


4) Granting the right of 
self-determination for the peo- 
ple of Western Somalia. 


5) To start negotiations bet- 
ween all the parties concer- 
ned. 


Mr. Chairman, 

Allow me at this juncture, 
to address myself to the ques- 
tion of declonization and to- 
tal liberation of our Continent. 
Though we may congratulate 
ourselves for the outstanding 
achievements we have made in 
this regard, we must however, 
resist the temptations of com- 
placency an continue to direct 
our energies in support of 
the oppressed peoples of Na- 
mibia, Zimbabwe and South 
Africa. In all of them, white 
minority regimes are fighting 
vicious rearguard actions to 
preserve their colonialist and 
racist rule. 


We welcome the news that 
a formula for a peaceful sett- 
\ement of the Namibian quest. 
ion has been found accepted by 


not lead to any relaxation of 
the international effort to ob- 
tain true independence for 
Namibia. Each stage of the 
settlement agreement should 
be carefully monitered to en- 
sure that the best interests of 
Namibian peoples are preser- 
ved. 


The majority of us have 
rightly questioned the so-cal- 
led internal settlement of the 
illegal Smith regime and its 
collaborators in Southern Rho- 
desia. The unacceptability of 
this arrangment is self evident 
in so far as progress to majo- 
rity rule connot be attained as 
long as the Patriotic Front re- 
mains out side such an arrang- 
ment. 


We must all redouble our 
efforts in support and solidari- 
ty with our oppressed brothers 
in South Africa so that they 
may be able to sustain the re- 
vyolutionary fervour in the cou- 
ntry. We must also assist the 
liberation movements to close 
their ranks at this transitio- 
nal stage, in order to co-ordi- 
nate their efforts and unity 
their action in the common ca- 
use of intensifying the libera- 
tion struggle. The U.N. security 
council must be urged to as- 
sume its responsibilities under 
the Charter to apply manda- 
tory sanctions the racist re- 
gime of South Africa. 


Mr. Chairman, 


I would like now to turn 
to another burning issues of 
direct interest and concern to 
Africa namely the question of 
Palestine and the continued 
occupation of Arab lands by 
zionist Israel. For nearly three 
decads peace has proven un- 
atainable due to Israeli intran- 
sigence. The cause of peace 
and stability in the Middle 
East can best be served by 
total Israeli withdrawal from 
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all occupied Arab, territories 
and the full realization .— of 
their legitmate. national rights 
by the Plastinian people. All 
of us who desire peace in that 
area should work towards that 
goal. 


While speaking about prob- 
lems in the Arab World, it is 
pertinent to mention here the 
important relationship þet- 
ween that world and Africa. 
Both Africa and the Arab 
world have shared ideals and 
aspirations as well as a com- 
mon destiny. The vast riches 
of our combined resources and 
their complementarity can 
be harnessed for the speedy 
development and progress of 
our respective peoples. Follo- 
wing the Cairo Afro-Arab 
Summit of March 1977, it is 
gratifying to observe that Af- 
ro-Arab cooperation has be. 
come a tangible reality. 


We should exert every ef- 
fort to further consolidate and 
strengthen our cooperation for 
the mutual benefit and pros- 
perity of Africa and Arab 
peoples. 


By way of conclusion 
would like to point out that Af. 
rica’s failure to adequately co- 
pe with its problems is indica- 
tive of the fact that we are in 
a state of lethargy which has 
seriously weakened our ability 
and will, re-act firmly and 
promptly to matters affecting 
our most vital interests. This 
state of affairs, if allowed to 
continue, will invite further 
foreign intervention that will 
lead to a catastrophy, contrary 
to the aspirations of the Afri- 
can peoples. We, the present 
African Leaders will be held 
historically responsible. 

The sense of dedication, mi- 
litancy and unwavering deter- 
mination which has served 
Africa’s quest for total inde- 
pendence so well in the past, 
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has unhappily given way to re. 
serve trend marked by a near 
abandonment of the values 
and ideals to which we had 
indicated ourselves. 


In the past three or so 
years there is a discernable 
lack of confidence and a gro- 
wing sense of insecurity in our 
organisation leading to a sea- 
rch for alliances outside Afri- 
ca. Inter-African cooperation, 
solidarity and understanding, 
the corner-stones without 
which African Unity will re- 
main an illusory goal, are fa- 
cing serious challenges from 
the negative forces of hostility, 
cenfrontation and distrust. The 
processes which have led to 
the correct crisis in Africa, 
could have been halted provi- 
ded that we were willing to fa- 
ce up squarely to our own prob- 
lems with sincerity, courage, 
understanding and sense of 
justice without fear or favour. 


Moreover, our Organization 
has failed to be responsive to 
growing demands of the pre- 
sent day continental and in- 
ternational situations. Since 
its inception in 1963, the mem- 
bership of the OAU has great- 
ly increased with the accession 
to national sovereignity by a 
large number of countries. In 
these fifteen years the politi- 
cal, economic, social progress 
achieved by African nations 
through individual effort, or in 
cooperation between themsel- 
ves and other has greatly ex- 
panded the possibilities for 
the exploitation of our hither- 
to untapped vast human and 





material resources. 


The rising aspirations of 
Africa’s millions is a direct 
out-come of the realization 
that we are a potentially rich 
and powerful Continent. In 
the political arena, the drama- 
tic changes and developments 
which have occured since the 
inception of the OAU, contin- 
ue to pose serious challenges 
to the OAU,s capacity to serve 
as an effective organ which 
can adequately cope with these 
challenges. 


In our estimation the OAU 
has falen way short of our 
expectations asa vehicle for 
the realization of genuine inde. 
pendence, peace, progress and 
unity among African peoples, 
primarily because the OAU 
Charter can no longer serve 
as an instrument that can sa- 
tisfactorily cope with Africa’s 
present needs. The inward-loo- 
king nature of the Charter can 
not serve to respond to the 
changed times. 


If the OAU is to become a 
dynamic and efficient organi- 
zation, the Charter should be 
revised, in order to render it 
more responsive to the pres- 
sing issues of African develop- 
ment, progress, peace, coo- 
peration and unity. 


I do not consider it too 
late in the day to rally our 
forces and close our ranks in 
solid opposition to the enemy 
onslaught which appears to 
have breached our lines in a 
number of strategic places. 
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focused on this crucial Assem- 
bly, in order to discover whe- 
ther Africans are capable of 
assuming full control over 
their own affairs. Our. peoples’ 
in our respective countries are 
anxious to see whether we, as 
their representatives, can tra. 
nslate their inner most aspira- 
tions for independence, free- 
dom and dignity into concrete 
and meaningful action. 


I shall be failing in my 
duty if I do not mention here 
the successful conference of 
reconciliation that was held in 
Monrovia recently, thanks to 
the wisdom of: 


President Senghor 
President Doaud Diawara 
President William Tolbert 
President Houphouet Boiny 


President Ahmed Sekou 
Toure 

President Eyadema 

Who have all contributed 


to achieving this victory. 


May I renew my grateful 
thanks to President Jafar Ni- 
meiri, his Government and 
people for the efficient organi- 
zation of the Conference which 
will certainly contribute to 
the success of the 15th Assem- 
bly of Heads of State and Go- 
vernment. 


LONG LIVE AFRICA 
LONG LIVE THE DEMOCRA- 


TIC REPBULIC OF SUDAN 


VICTORY TO THE LIBERA- 
TION MOVEMENTS 
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